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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1282 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 

TAGS: EAGR EAID PGOV PORG LA (WFP, UNDP) 

SUBJECT: ESTIMATE ON EXTENT OF EMERGENCY FOOD NEED IN LAOS 
REF: A VIENTIANE 1274, B VIENTIANE 1244 

1 . WFP REPRESENTATIVE WHO PROVIDED INFORMATION FOR REF 
A TOLD US SEPTEMBER 9 THAT CABLE WHICH HE AND UNDP RES- 
REP JOINTLY DRAFTED FOR WFP EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE SECTION 
WAS APPARENTLY CHANGED WITHOUT THE WFP REPRESENTATIVE'S 
KNOWLEDGE. 

2. INSTEAD OF PLACING LAO FOOD NEED AT 100,000 TONS OF 
RICE AND 60,000 TONS OF WHEAT FOLUR AS THE WFP REPRE- 
SENTATIVE HAD URGED (REF A), THE FINAL CABLE PLACED THE 
FOOD NEED AT 245,000 TONS OF RICE AND 122,500 TONS OF 
WHEAT FLOUR, THE SAME ESTIMATE THAT APPEARED IN THE 
ORIGINAL REPORT (REF B). 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. COMMENT: THE UNDP RESREP MAY HAVE RUN INTO CLEAR- 
ANCE PROBLEMS FOR THE NEW ESTIMATE WITH LPDR AUTHORI- 
TIES WHO SHARED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ORIGINAL REPORT. 

THE RESREP MAY HAVE ALSO THOUGHT IT MORE PRUDENT TO 
MAKE ANY REVISIONS IN THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE ONLY AFTER 
REVISITING DROUGHT STRICKEN AREAS IN THE SOUTH TO 
OBSERVE THE EFFECT OF MONSOON RAINS WHICH HAVE FINALLY 
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BEGUN THROUGHOUT LAOS. 

CORCORAN 
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